Megasthenes and other Greek historians as Chandragupta Maurya. Th
wasa useful hint which prompted several historians to revise their hotior
and see Indian history in proper perspective.

On the Antiquity of the Indian Zodsack, an elaborate essay j
Astronomy, was written by Jones in 1789. He disagrees with M.MontucI
and affirms ''that the Indian division of the Zodiack was not borrowei
from the Greeks or Arabs, but having been known in this country fron
time immemorial, and being the same in part with that used by othe
nations of the old Hindu race, was probably invented by the firs
progenitors of thaUace before their dispersion/' w The essay seems tc
have encashed a violent controversy in intellectual circles, as it markec
an altogether startling divergence from accepted astronomy.

On the Literature of the Hindus was an essay communicated in

Sanskrit by a certain Goverdhan Caul, and Jones translated it with a

short commentary. After giving a brief account of the principal books

in Sanskrit extant among the Hindus, Jones remarks; "Wherever we

direct our attention to Hindu literature, the notion of infinity presents

itself; and the longest life would not be sufficient for the perusal of near

five hundred thousand stanzas in the Puranas, with a million more

perhaps in the other works before mentioned/' 40He is happy that the

mildness of our government and manners had enabled the natives to

co-operate with them in securing access to Eastern knowledge. He is

also confident that the Europeans would receive ''from our nation the

first accurate knowledge of Sanscrit, and of the valuable works composed

in it."

The dissertation, On the Second Classical Book of the Chinese,
must have been written by Jones, as Garland Cannon rightly surmises,
in 1790, during which year he also delivered before the Asiatic Society
the seventh anniversary discourse on the Chinese. Jones feels that the
vicinity of China to India should prompt a study of China and the Chinese,
and refers to their two ancient works, Shuking and Shiking, the latter-
the subject of the essay-being a series of three hundred odes, or short
poems in praise of "ancient sovereigns and legislators, or descriptive of
ancient manners, and recommending an imitation of them in the
discharge of all publickand domestic duties/' 41AIthough in course of
time the book became considerably disfigured and several interpolations

* ibid, Vo//v,p./r
"Ibidjpp 112-113
47 lbid,p.117
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